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From the Editors

AgomonH nny Aa Ay AGa GKANR &SNP 9OSNE &SIN ¢S
platform to express our literary and artistic side.

Being a bird lover myself | thoroughly enjoyed reading the ar®icle & o
gl GOKAYyA¢eé¢d wSYSYOSNI Y& | NIAOES f
my front porch? They came back again this year to make their den at th
same spojust as | had written! Anthis time, they built twonests and had
lots of young swallows.HIs year it was extra special for me as | watched
GKSY aANRg Ff2y3a gAGK Y& Y2GKSNJ 6
1y26 | 062dzi Y& & D Athadspeds four lagguabes Al
knows most of the nursery rhymes and latest Hindi songs!

Special hanks goes to Sumit Kar who has helped tremendously in pultti
this magazine together. So please appreciate him when you see him
around.

Thanks to all the contributors and the advertisers for their support. |
request all our members to please support thestvertisers. With your
participation this quality magazine will continue to give you that extra

Jai Ma Durga
Chitrita Roy

Editor,Agomoni
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If you have been paying attention to the 2008 presidential campaign, you have undoubtedly heard the
g2NR GOKIy3aS¢é¢ GKNBgYy FNRBdzyR a 020K OF yRARIGSa
Fundamental changes in society, philosophical thinking, culturespar world have occurred

throughout history and continue to define our lives. The course of science underwent a revolution when
Charles Darwin proposed the theory of evolution. Technology has changed how we communicate with
relatives back home from writg letters to video chatting. Our climate is changing. In the past year, |
have even experienced changes in my family as my close cousin passed away and my father moved to
Arizona.

Change is difficult. It is hard to replace our comforts with the unknd@ut for many, change gives

hope. Hope of something better, hope of learning something new, and hope of a more fruitful future. To
me, change is an evolution joining old with new. It is an opportunity to experience different
perspectives, learn new thingand discover the unknown.

| feel our literary magazin&gomonj now in its third volumerepresents a
change in our Bengali culture as it passes from generation to generation.
Agomoniintertwines the talents of youth with that of their parents, Bangla
with English, and represents Bengali culture from the viewpoint of different
generations. Bengali culture is changing from parents who grew up immer
in Bengali culture to youth who are influenced by both American and Beng
life. This change allows primus generations to learn from their children and
allows youth to discover their past.

Thepoems, essayartwork and storiesn Agomoni represerd new Bengali
culture. It has been my pleasure to work hard for this magazine which bring
joy and allows young and old to come togeth#re thrill of discovering
budding poets, writers, and artist§ my generation is a great feeling indeed!
Thanks to Bthe contributors for their effort. Finally, my biggest appreciatio
goes to my parents for their support and enthusiasm which has helped me
learnand lovemy Bengali heritage.

bSoNI} ail Q¥urgaiiijbihay das berformedexactlyhow it was
done back home. But recognize that in this changing culture of Bengal wit
America, Durga Puja is an opportunity to let gouth appreciate our

heritage By discovering both our past and future, we all, young and old, le¢
more about the worldHappy Durga Puja and Shubo Bijoya tb all

Bengali youth of Nebraska

Sumit Kar

Editor,Agomoni
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Bengali Association of Nebraska is in its tlyedr of Durga Puja celebratiarit is a matter of
great prideto be part of a community, which strives towards@mmon goal with great
passion.

Durga Pujas a celebrationwhich we all look forward to for the wholgear.It is the occasion,
when all the celebrations are dedicated with a devotional spirit, to goddess Durga, who is
considered to behe Mother of the universe anthe Savior from all Sorrows and Dangers

Our associatioms producing a special Durga Puja trea its members this year we are

performing Durga Puja inside the main Hindu temple. You are going to wake up in the cool

32t RSy FlLff Y2NyAy3a:r ftAaiSyAay3a G2 GKSFYWYRIYATA
Gt dz2l YIFIYUuUN): a¢é¢ Avighz 1 Ay3d (KS D2RRSaa 5dz

| am also happy to note that we have increasingly more participation from younger generations.
| sincerely believe, with encouragement and guidance, we will be able to pass the baton to our
younger generation.

As always ou€ulturalteam is crafting aich andvaried experiencéor you.This year, we will
bring greater involvemendf our youth by focusing on their interests. We intend to grow our
membership and engage members in taking part in activities of their interest.

On behdf of the Executive Gmmittee 2008l invite you alto join us with your friends and

families to celebrate the Durga Puja festsrdlhe committee members are working hard to

make our Pujo days as enjoyable as possible. As usual your participation is thibe&eyccess

ofthA & faftivitedand events are directtiependenton your interest and support and we

are relying a lot on these. Please continue to give us your suggestions and feedback comments.
Your suggestions are our mission, your participation, our Jagether let us make this a

wonderful and memorable year!

al & al 5dz2NBI o $arS [d&al | K X oX3pX @z 2
With best wishes,
PraveerRapoor

President Bengali Asociation of Nebraska
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From the Cultural Committee Chairperson

hy o0SKFEfFT 2F ¢KS . Sy3artAx !''aaz20AlGA2y 2F bSoN}ajl
grand Durga Puja celebrations. This is the third year that we are celebrating Puja under the BANE

banner. Hope you will enjoy all the Puja related atiég and the cultural programs for the next two

RFead Wdzaad tA1S GKS LI &d @SIENE ¢S KI @S I NN}Yy3aSR ¥
blowing competition along with our special cultural program showcasing the Odissi dancer, Aditi
Bandypadhyay. The evening program will also present our very own artists including some really

promising youngsters.

This year, the Rabindra Jayanti celebrations found good attendance. We have again included some
picturesherein our Agomonimagazine for alvho missed our cultural programs.

We have tried to involve new members in our subcommittee and | sincerely hope that they learn from
this experience and become longtime community volunteers and leaders of the future so that our
association can become strger every year.

My sincere appreciation goes to all the volunteensd the rest of the new EC Committee membéos
organizingour Pujain such a short period of time. Lasttiiis celebration cannot be complete without

the energetic participation of mebers like you. So enjoy Durga Puja 2008 in full tgste ny very

best wishes to all of you on this auspicious occasion. May Durga Ma shower good health and happiness
to all.

Chitrita Roy

Chairperson, Bengali Association of Nebraska Cultural Committee

Benaali Association of Nebraska



Bird W atching
Chhanda Bewtra

Birding (v); watching, studying,eadtifying birds in the wildl Birder (n); one who birds.

I have been an avid birdwatcher (birder) for past ten years. Like many of you out there,
had no clue about birds, hat interest in them and was completely unfamiliar with
anything avian. How | got into it is another story but once in, | have been hooked for life

It has been said that bird watching is the fastest growing hobby amongst the American:
wonder,wearef 3ISGGAYy3I 2fR FYyR (GKS y2y &aiNB: Vi 29
which pulls us outdoors in contact with mother nature, appeals to most of us.

Why watch birds? Many have asked me this question. The answer is at once obvious and elusive.
Everyor likes birds. We are naturally attracted to them and want to know more about them. They are
colorful, intelligent, have a sweet voice and the envious ability to just fly away whenever and wherever
GKSe LX SIraSo 52y Qi ¢S | f fdmind théirigrace, ! aiO®R wateRWe&etvy 1 KS & |
their keen sights, from miles above in the sky. We wonder at their unerring navigational abilities. The
mystery of all of this fascinates us. There are thousands of different species and their variants and
identifying one quickly and correctly, from a distance, or in a fleeting glance, can be extremely
challenging. The expertise and the logical method (not unlike the mental algorithm involved in
diagnosing a disease from a set signs and symptoms) appeal to essbBitding is unique as it involves
very little expense (just a few paraphenalia) and can be enjoyed by young and old, in daytime or
nightime, alone or in groups, in cities or in wilderness, at any time of the year and in any corner of the
world. Last, Int not the leastwatching the habitats, conservations, diets and behavior of the birds
inevitably involves studying the surrounding flora and fauna, including the insects, small and large
animals, flowers, fruits, the nesting trees, grasslands, the Wivahte, as well as the overall

environment. All birders are naturalists and environmentalists at heart.

Although bird watching has long been a popular pastime in the western world, it was not so in India. The
earliest records belong to British naturalisksring the Raj. After independence, for many decades, only
one name was noted in the bird watching world of India. That was Dr. Salim Ali. He was the father of
Indian ornithology (study of birds). It is only in the last decade that more experts havd jbiméield,

resulting in more books, publications, conservation efforts and websites.

In the United States, there are hundreds of bird watching societies, groups, clubs and organizations.
The premier is the National Audubon Society with many branchegery state and city contributing to
many educational and conservation efforts. Also notable is the department of ornithology at Cornell
University, which is involved in many research activities involving birds. Both have numerous websites
and links formterested readers.

All birders need two items. A pair of sturdy, medium range binocular (not too powerful, nor too heavy),

FyR F 322R LAOGANNB 3IdZARS 6221 obldAazylf DS23INI LKA
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general national and detailed lotca 6 221 a0 ® h G KSNJ 2 LJi A 2 y I-doweetl dzE dzNBE Q A |
spotting scope, tripod stand, and camera equipment, depending upon individual, taste, interest and
budget.

It is often said that we birders are strange nerdy people. We are rather strifigeoam aimlessly in
remote, lonely places (that is where birds live), climb over split rail fences and barbed wires, trespass in
private properties, all to follow an errant bird. But we are mostly considered harmless and are tolerated
with amused smilesBirders can be quite obsessive. Many of us will traipse to the end of the world to
catch a glimpse of some rare bird of paradise, or stand in freezing rain for hours to add one more new
OANR (G2 KSNIWEAFTS fAadQo

Oh yes. The List! We must not forget the.liBhe life list of all birds seen is a sacred document for all

serious birders where he or she religiously documents every new bird. One must be very meticulous as
gStft a GNMzIKTFdzAZ Ay 2ySQa O2dzy o ! TliSoNkeardall > OKSI
painfully honest and document only the new birds we personally have seen and recognized. This of

course means not counting the birds seen in the zoo and aviaries. And however desperate you may be,

you must not count any edible ones like Kif@he Thanksgiving turkey!

Birds are everywhere. | have whiled away many a boring hour in strange airports and bus stops looking
at the local birds. But there are some special sites that attract seasonal and migratory birds. The birds of
the Old World (&ia, Africa, Europe) are generally different from those seen in the Americas and
Australia. In the New World (North and South Americas), the birds mostly migrate from cold temperate
zones to the warmer tropics in the winter and go reverse in the summeéhneliNorth America, the

eastern and the western halves of the continent have different birds, while the Midwest shares the
overlap zones. Most birds here migrate from the cold arctic to the warmer south in fall and winter and
return to the arctic in springnd summer. So spring and fall are the two best seasons for bird watching
when you can catch many more birds en route. But there are many resident birds that stay in their
places whole year long, ignoring seasonal changes and tolerating all adverse w&batse are the

birds most commonly seen in the city parks and suburban backyards. Winter is a good time to see them
as they are not hidden by the foliage and are easy to attract by offering food and water, as these are
scarce in winter. Early morningtree best time for seeing the birds.

Finding birds is easy in India. In any season, anywhere in the countryside, city parks or suburban
backyards, there are birds. Some famous sanctuaries are Keoladeo (Bharatpur) bird sanctuary in north
LYRALI I Q@rilsksbuthlfronRDeliaad Periar sanctuary in Kerala, in the south. Any part of the
Himalayan foothills is great in the winter as the migrant birds gather. In the United States, some great
spots are Sanibel Island, Florida, Cape May in New Jersey, aindl ®@ark in New York City (yes Truly!),

gulf coast in Texas, Louisiana, along Platte river in Nebraska, southeast Arizona, all along the coast lines
in California and many more places described in great details in many websites.

In and near Omaha areafew good sites are Fontenelle Forest Nature Center in Bellevue,
(http://www.fontenelleforest.org/). Many activities and hikes are conducted to introduce local species.
They also have a bird club that hold regular trips, meetings and publishes a jouledl(adlat else?)

Benaali Association of Nebraska
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world famous sand hill crane migration in spring, you have to go al8@gvest. Between the exits of

Grand Island and Kearney, anywielong the Platte River, any exits or even roadside stops will show

you thousands of cranes in the fields every year during March. Birders from all over the world come to

see this spectacular sight. (http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/wildlife/guides/migratianghill.asp) A

similar collection takes place in the fall, @&bv, when the snow geese migrate south along the Missouri

river. A really nice place to visit them is De Soto Bend Park, near Blair, Ne.

(http://www.stateparks.com/desoto_washington.html) Wharer you may go for bird watching, there

are certain rules and etiquettes to follow. The most important rule of course is not to harm the birds.
One must not approach a nest or young birds too close or try to feed or handle birds in the wild. Many
puristsfrown on excessive use of flash photos and birdcalls as they may unduly excite or stress the birds.

By now, | hope some of you are interested in checking out your own backyards for some of these winged
critters. Here is a very short list of about a dozemmon birds that live year round in our cities and
suburbs and are easy to attract to the backyard feeders.

HOUSE SPARROWVeryone is familiar with this bird. Originally from the Old World, it now inhabits the
entire globe. Small, grey brown chirping hifdmale duller than the male. Ground feeder, likes millet
and other seeds. Many other species of sparrows exist, mostly in the forests and countryside.

STARLINGA brownblack bird, 23x size of a sparrow. Similar to the Indian mynah. Appear more
speckledn winter. Seen in great swarms in cities and suburbs. Mostly eats insects.

PIGEON (Rock Dovedommon sight in all urban buildings and plazas. Mostly grey blue color, but can be
white, brown or mixed. Ground feeder of seeds.

GRACKEESIim, all dark, slight larger than a starling, with a long tail and a strident metallic call. Very
aggressive bird, usually drives other birds away from feeders. Eats seeds and insects. Different species of
grackles and blackbirds are found.

CHICADEEsmall, rounded, sparroé@ A 1T SR o6t 0] 6KAGS -adedtdBeREBSOKP | RA &
Very active, easily attracted to seed feeders in the gardens.

HOUSE FIN€Himilar to sparrow in size and shape. More grey with red/pink color on head and chest.
Females are less bright. Skater.

GOLD FINGHsmaller than house finch, bright yellow colored bird with black on wings and head. Loves
black niger seeds. Females less bright. In winter colors are dull but noticeably brightens in spring and
summer.

DOWNY smallest of all American wopeckers. Size slightly bigger than a sparrow. Black and white
barred back with a bright red head patch on the male. Loves suet, peanut butter.

Bengali Association of Nebraska
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BLUE JAYLarge, pigeon sized, blue white, beautiful bird with long tail and crested head. Very
aggressive bird wh a loud nasal call. Loves whole peanuts and often buries them for future
consumption. Western states have other species of jays.

CARDINALa beautiful, bright red (male) bird with black stout beak and crested head. Female drab olive
grey color. Often seemm pairs. Seedeater. Young birds are speckled. Has a sweet call.

MOURNING DOVEimilar to pigeons but with longer tail and muddy brown color. Has a distinct
mournful cry (hence the name). Ground feeder like pigeons. Summer visitor in northern statesabut y
round in the south. Different species of doves and pigeons are seen in different states.

ROBIN different from Indian and European counterparts. Size similar to starlings and mynas. Has an
erect posture and strutting gait as it strides across the IaBright orange/rust color on breast.

Young ones are more speckled. Mostly eats insects. Often the first visitor in spring in the northern parts
of the country.

I hope this brief write up has interested some of you in getting to know our winged friendsrén mo
detail. It is a worthwhile and thoroughly pleasurable pursuit that you will enjoy for many years.

Happy birding!

Benaali Association of Nebraska



Words that Define me
Sumit Kar

Many say that powerful words, speeches, and quotes are simply rhetdrigal with no substance. But

our words and language give meaning and direction to our lives. They engage and excite. They educate

andinstigatechange. Throughout my life | have come across many quotes that have engaged my mind
and given me aspirations. Téeare some of the quotdkat definewho | am

Z Yoda (Star Wars) - Albert Einstein

0%l 10 $1 lishddiyo64EAO O/T1U A 1TEEAA 1 EOGAA A O

LGQa y23G 3I22R Sy 2dznfeveythingi As a scientisEinstein voiced these words to express his

| do, I make sure | am not just trying my best. | plan ant  commitment to helping others and benefiting society
take the steps necessary to always do my best. through his scientific work. Service to othgitsrough

sciencedefines my goals, my passions, my values, and |

commitments in life.

7A AOA OEA 11T A0 xABOA AAAT xAEOEIT C
Z Barack Obama

My generation is often criticized for beimgore apathetic, inactive, andelfinterested. But this
year | see my generation stepping up. Every generation, we have an obligation to work for the
ISYSNI A2y d 2SS KI @S G2 sterNdd bringthe ¥harig&Sthabvie Svaik bs
volunteering, voting, supporting what we believelinii Qa 2 dzNJ NBa L2 yaA oA f .
and familv.

To be great is to be misunderstood . Be the change you want to see in the world .

- Ralph Waldo Emerson - Mohandas K. Gandhi

0) £ ) EAOA OAAT uEOD e dhauiersobyiaiiD.6
Z Sir Issac Newton

bSgi2yQad [d2GS RSTAYySa K2g L f22]
during scientific research. All great scientific discoveries build from work by
others. By understanding the knowledge and discoveries in our past, we can

new discoveries ian unknown future. o _ ,
Impossible is potential. Impossible

is temporary. Impossible is nothing.
Z John Maxwell

Bengali Association of Nebraska
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Just For Today
Chitrita Roy
Just for today | will bbappy.

Just for today | wikhdjust myself to what is

Just for today | willakecare of my bodyexercise it and nourish it.

Just for today | wiktrengthen my mindnd learn something useful.

Just for today | wikkxercise my soutdo something good and not get found out.

Just for today | wilbe agreeableind not try to regulate nimprove anyone.

Just for today | willry to live through this day onlgnd not try to solve my whole life problems at once.

Just for today | wihave a progranand make a tedo checklist to follow.
Just for today | wilbbe unafraid enjoy what is beaiful, love and believe that those | love, loves me.

Just for today | wilhave a quiet half hour all by mysalfd relax. | will think of God and get a little more
perspective in my life.

(Adapted from The Dale Carnegie training)

Benaali Association of Nebraska
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Candy
Krishn Rapoor

| am a silly boy who likes candy
I wonder how all the planetofmed
| hear the surburning up the sky.
| see clouds made of candy.
| am a silly boy who likes candy

| dream of courage running through my vein
| feel comets falling on ynhead
| hope people stop using fossil and use an
alternative fuel
I am a silly boy who likes candy

| try to help the environment by recycling.
| cry when peopl@ ldomesand animasd gets
destroyed in natural disaster
| pray for peace and like to save the world
I am a silly boy who likes candy.

Sympathy

Krishnendu Kumar Das
Small boy comes to mom, with a question in his.eye
How much do you love me, mom? He asks with a smile.
More than anything in my life, mom answered witlkias
| can give the whole world for you, with happiness and bliss.
LiQa Fff NARIKGE GKS avitt o
Would you tell me the same? Would you give me a hug?

Would you call me the same? Would you love me as before?

Would you gve me food time in time? Would you feed me more?

If | bark, calling you mom, how can you find me?
You will become angry then, and say "don't disturb me".
If I ask for food, you can't make it out,
you will be annoyed then, saying "hey you, don't shout".
If I want tolove, you may have pity
but after sometime you will tell, "enough, don't make me dirty".
Can you recognize me, among other dogs in the street?
I may be callingou, but you may never want tmeet.
If I were your pet bird, in the hanging cage
telling you to free me out, will you free me at this stage?
If you do the same, you really love me so,

Will you do that? That's what | want to know.
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2AT AT AAOET ¢ 91 If | were an Apple

Krishnendu Kumar Das Sulagna Sensarma

Remembering you, like a sweet lotus

shaking thehead, revealing its crowning status It were an apple
CteAya gAUGK Y& gAYy

around you, trying to search the golden honey.

Always welcoming me, moving your green sterr
small water drops on the round glassy leaf,

studded with gems.

| wouldtaste sour

| would be full of vitamins

Remembering you, likesmall river
flowing with time, passing the village nearby,
Countless, like the thousand ones, | am the los
wave
coming out for my destiny, until | find my shape
Remembering you, like the blue sky If 1 were an apple
QY I FTNBS 0ANRI 221
The cloudswhich bring down the rain
changing as the wind blows, falling into the plair

The sun is setting down, coming back with the be
L FT2NBSG GKS gl @

| would like to be fun

| would wantto be eatena lot.

AIKZ
| would take worms out of me

I would wish for arms and legs
02
Remembering you, like the snow tipped hill

LOY fA1S | dyiag dosnstila S | would listen for a munchkin
aStiAy3d gA0K (GKS adzQ
snowstorm comes and goes, loosing existence

mine.

ySaio
| would love children eating me

K GAYSs
| would taste yumny.
Remembering you, like a solitary reaper
LI aaAy3a ySIENbes
¢tKS az2y3 &2dzQNB
dag Ay3 Ittt Ye

to skip.

/' yQliG YIF1S 2dzi GKS Y
LQY a8YLI GKSGAO G2 ¢
LGiQa 2yfe GKS 3aANraae
your sweet voice, underlying sorrows in your min
LQY

LQY
Ay 3A

a
FGGSy iz

f A ghBsta) dndning ity my light
seeing the world so closed, that comes to my sig
LQf

gl GOK @e2dzT L Qf f
82dzOQONB Y& &KAYAy3I 3

adl e

ANAYAY O
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Chemistry Jokes
Satyajit Kar

What is the chemical formula for water?

Little Johnny's teacher asks, "What is the chemical formula for water?"
Little Johnny replies, "HIJKLMNOTHe teacher, puzzled, asks, "What on Earth are you talking about?"
Little Johnny replies, "Yesterday you said it was H to O!"

Sodium fell in love with a Bunsen burner...

A small piece of sodium which lived in a test tube fell in love with a Bunsen buferBunsen, my flamé.melt
whenever | see ygathe sodium pined"It's just a phase you're going through", replied thenBen burner.

Chemical analysis of human elements

Element name: WOMAN.

Symbol: WO.

Atomic weight 'Don't even go there'.

Physical properties: Generally round in form. Boils at nothing and may freeze at any time. Melts whenever treated
properly. Very biter if not used well.

Chemical propertiesVery active. Highly unstable. Possesses strong affinity to gold, pietmum, andprecious
gemstones. Violent when left alone. Able to absorb great amounts of exotic food. Turns

slightly green when placed nieto a better specimen.

Usage Highly ornamental. An extremely good catalyst for dispersion of wealth. Probably the most powerful
income reducing agent known.

Caution:Highly explosive in inexperienced hands.

Element: MAN.

Symbol: XY.

Atomic weight:(180+ 50).

Physical propertiesSolid at room temperature. Gets bent out of shape easily. Fairly dense and sometimes flaky.
Difficult to find a pure sample. Due to age and rust, older samples are unable to conduct electricity as well as
younger samples.

Chemical propertiesAttempts to bond with WO any chance it can get. Also tends to form strong bonds with itself.
Becomes explosive when mixed with Kd (child) for prolonged periods of time. Geutralizedby saturating

with alcohol.

Usage:None knownPossibly good methane source.

Caution In the absence of WO, this element rapidly decomposes and begins to smell.

A neutron walks into aar...

A neutron walks into a bar, sits down and asks for a drink. Finishing, the neutron asks "How much?"
Thebartender says, "For you, no charge."

Why does hamburger have lower energy than steak?

Q: Why does hamburger have lower energy than steak?
A: Because it's in the ground state.

(Adapted from http://www.basicjokes.com/djoke.php?id=2027
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The Art Corner

Chandni Mitra
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