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Durga Puja 

2010|Schedule 

Saturday, October 16th  
 
Puja 
6.00 am | Shasthi and Saptami Puja 
11.45 am | Pushpanjali 
12.00 pm | Mahaprasad 
8.00 pm | Aarti 
 

Cultural Program  
6.00 pm | Local artists followed by the Natok 
“Sare Nota” 
8.30pm | Dinner 

 
 

Sunday, October 17th 

 
Puja 
6.00 am | Ashtami, Navami, Dashami Puja 
10.30 am | Kumari Puja 
12.00 pm | Pushpanjali 
1.00 pm |Mahaprasad 
2.00 pm | Lakshimi Puja 
3.00 pm | Sindoor Khela and Dhunuchi Dance 

 

Saturday, October 30th   
Daridra Narayan Seva | Stephen Center 
 

Saturday, November 13th 

Bijoya Dashami | First Christian Church 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Thank you to all sponsors, members, 

volunteers, and participants of Durga 

Puja 2010 
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Agomoni Volume 5 | 2010 

I love autumn. Trees getting their first graze of cool air hesitating to drop their 

leaves or just changing their hues in anticipation of fall and heaps of orange 

colored pumpkins on sale everywhere. As we had a wet summer this year, we 

are expecting some spectacular fall colors around us. Orange is my favorite 

color just after blue (maybe some of you already know about this by now). 

Orange is a secondary color that is a mixture of red and yellow, it is magical, it 

is warm and vibrant. Amidst all these glories of autumn we are all ready to 

welcome our Ma Durga to earth. Durga Puja along with many cultural activities 

will fill our hearts and minds for two days. Like last year under the direction of 

Shree Alok Dhar we are going to enjoy another hilarious theatre on Saturday. 

We also will have plenty of songs and dances to make it a memorable evening. 

We have also put together a program by Dr. Anup Ghosal on Sunday 24
th

 

October at the UNO Strauss Hall. The evening will be filled with Ghazals, Hindi 

film songs and also his famous Bengali songs. Tickets will be available for sale 

during the Durga Puja celebrations. You don’t want to miss this opportunity to 

listen to this famous singer. 

I am also excited to present this 5
th

 edition of our very own Agomoni magazine 

filled with many wonderful articles, poems, jokes, recipes and pictures drawn 

by our youth. This year we have some nice spiritual articles including one sent 

from Kolkata. Sumit Kar has helped immensely in the production of this year’s 

magazine. We also had great fun in approaching different advertisers in the last 

few weeks. Please acknowledge his work when you see him around and also 

support all the advertisers. After all, it is with their help that we continue to 

generate funds to produce this beautiful magazine for you.  

Let us all join together in this wonderful celebration of the triumph of good 

over the evil and continue to foster our rich Bengali culture. 

Chitrita Roy 

Editor, Agomoni 
Cultural Chair, BANE 

 
 

Time really does fly when you’re having fun! This year’s puja marks the 5
th

 

Durga Puja celebrated by BANE. In celebration, we hope to bring you a puja 

rooted in the traditions created over the past five years while growing our 

festivities to bring you our biggest celebration to date. I am blessed to have 

grown up with BANE and Durga Puja as the culture I have gained has enriched 

my life.  Now serving on the executive committee, I have been able to witness 

how much work it takes to put on two days of puja. Therefore, I give my sincere 

thanks to all our members, volunteers, and everyone in the executive 

committee who have worked selflessly to bring the puja experience to my 

generation. 

From 
the 
Editors 
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In celebration of the 5
th

 volume of Agomoni, we are proud to unveil a brand new design of our magazine with 

more color and vibrant sights of Durga Puja. On the back cover you will find pictures from our past four years 

which we hope will remind you how much our Bengali community has grown. We are happy to bring you another 

eclectic mix of articles, poems, and artwork. Finally, we thank our individual and business sponsors of Durga Puja 

and Agomoni. Your support helps us not only continue our unique activities, but also create new events over what 

we hope will be many more five year milestones.   

Time has also flown by in my own life. It is hard for me to believe that this year I will be graduating from college, 

entering medical school, and possibly leaving Omaha. Looking back, I realize I have been able to come this far 

because of the support I have received from my role models and mentors. My professors, supervisors, community 

members, and especially my parents have given me the advice, strength, and knowledge to grow. In fact, part of 

the reason I joined as the youngest member of the BANE executive committee was to serve as a role model to 

those younger and older than me to encourage them to take leadership in their community. So this Durga Puja and 

beyond, I hope that many of you will serve as role models. If you would like your children to appreciate Bengali 

culture, be a role model by showing respect and love for the culture. If you would like to better our association, 

please join the leadership of BANE to enact change rather than just hoping for it. It is with this sense of leading by 

example that BANE and our society will thrive. 

 

Sumit Kar  

Editor, Agomoni 

Fundraising Chair, BANE 

 
 
 

From the President 
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Voice 

Mona Lisa Baishya 

The joke goes, “When you go to India, you don’t find Indians. What you find is Punjabi people, Bengali 

people, Assamese people, etc.” Growing up in America is challenging for a person of different cultural 

background. Our world consists of two cultures that contradict each other. We get pressure from our 

parents to follow our traditional pattern of living and we get pressure from our friends to go out and 

hang out and maybe even leave our culture behind. That is something that we just need to deal with. It 

is a choice that doesn’t necessarily have a wrong option but that does affect who we are and what we 

consider to be our identity. I can say that my parents have done well in keeping the Indian culture alive 

in me. My identity: a 19 year old Assamese girl, born and brought up in the United States.  

I think that each Indian family in America is unique and has a different way of living and a different 

lifestyle. Each child, whether part Indian or full Indian or neither, grew up in a different way and is 

taught different things. Those who are connected to India probably recognize it as part of their identity. 

Personally, growing up in America hasn’t made me more American. I have only made myself a stronger 

Indian child in my mind and I take pride in that. 

What I have a problem with, is the family dynamic of the Indian people in America. I think we should 

recognize each family as part of our own family. Everyone supporting each other, trusting each other 

and encouraging each other. Can we be that ideal family? I think it is possible once we bring that desire 

in our hearts. 

Just learning to speak my language, knowing how to 

dance Bihu, wearing my traditional clothes, isn’t 

enough. I feel that it should be my personal goal to give 

back to the place that I came from. There are several 

examples of Indian children doing work in poverty 

stricken places. However, one thing that bothers me is 

that our own country is suffering. The gap between the 

rich and poor is ever expanding. Why aren’t Indian kids 

going to India to aid the poor and ailing? Why aren’t 

they looking into their own roots?  I would just like to 

bring awareness to the fact that yes, India can use the 

help of our youth just like Africa and South America. 

 

 

 

 

 


